Frantz Brickhouse
AL-111-C-126

North of Rocky Gap Road
mid nineteenth century

William Frantz was the son of Joseph Frantz who was a tanner,
a farmer, and a politician. Born in 1809, William received the
traditional rural education of "labor and industry” on his fathers'
farm and at the family tannery. After working at a grist mill in
Cumberland as a young man William built this large brick farmhouse
near Rocky Gap. Later he sold the farm to his son-in-law and
moved to another farm on Valley Road near Cumberland. Frantz
Brickhouse is one of several brickhouses in north central Allegany
County during the mid nineteenth century with locally rare flemish
bond brickwork on the main facade.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Franz Brick House"

The Frantz Brick House is located off to the north of Rocky Gap Road
approximately four miles east of Cumberland.

The building is originally an "L" shaped structure five bays wide by two
and a half stories tall. Wall construction is of brick laid in Flemish bond
on the main (eastern) facade and in American commond bond in five to one random
variations elsewhere.

The building rests on a low foundation of random ashlar stone with a plain
water table. Eaves consist of a box cornice, soffit, bed mould, and returns
on the gabled ends. The gable flank roof is of ribbed tin.

Three original brick chimneys are located inside the gable ends. The only
chimney' remaining in good condition corbeled.

The main entrance in the center of the eastern facade has a five light
transom with a wooden lintel. Most windows are missing, but two remaining window
are of three over one lights and one over one lights, all pegged with wooden
lintels and slipsills.

A shed roofed porch with a ribbed tin roof is located in the southwestern
corner of the "L". It is supported by square wooden posts and has a plain
wooden railing.

The interior of the house is arranged in a central hall plan.
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William Frantz was the son of Joseph Frantz, a tanner, farmer, a?i politician.
Joseph served as a County Commissioner and Justice of the Peace. in 1835 he
was elected to a term in the State Legislature.(2)

Born in 1809, William received the traditional rural education of 'labor and
industry" on his father's farm and at the family tannery. Once he was twenty-
one, William went to work at a grist mill near Cumberland. Within a few years he
had married the daughter of a locally prominent mill owner and bought a farm near
Rocky Gap. William was apparently a successful farmer because after 'living on
and enjoying his fine farm at Rocky Gap"... he moved to ...'"his other farm on the
Valley Road." (3)

The Frantz farm house is one of several similar farmhouses built around the

mid 1800's across north central Allegany County. They all have the same "L"
shape and are built with the locally rare Flemish bond brickwork on the main
facades. Although structurally sound, neglect has caused some deterioration of
this fine reminder of the prosperity once enjoyed in the rural areas of Allegany
County.

(1) Jacob Brown, Miscellaneous Writings (Cumberland, Md. J. J. Miller, 1896)P. 173

(2) Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co.
1971) P. 338

(3) Brown, Miscellaneous Writings, P. 175

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Cumberland, Maryland
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.
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Frantz Brick House
AL-111-C-126

Allegany County Deed: Liber 242, Folio 55
Grantee: Nora Viola and H. Murell Kline
Grantor: United States of America

Notes: Quit Claim Deed

Allegany County Deed: Liber 235, Folio 255
Grantee: United States of America
Grantor: John C. Heavner, et ux

Allegany County Deed: Liber 221, Folio 304
Grantee: John C. Heavner, et ux
Grantor: Arthur E. Light

Allegany County Deed: Liber 196, Folio 126
Grantee: Arthur E. Light
Grantor: William A. Gunter, trustee

Allegany County Deed: Liber 171, Folio 443
Grantee: William A. Gunter, trustee
Grantor: Arthur E. Light, et ux

Allegany County Deed: Liber 142, Folio 600
Grantee: Arthur E. Light
Grantor Blue Willison

Allegany County Deed: Liber 100, Folio 547
Grantee: Blue Willison
Grantor: Lycurgus F. Gurley

Allegany County Deed: Liber 32, Folio 185
Grantee: Lycurgus F.Gurley
Grantor: William E. Frantz et ux

Date: May 6, 1952
Consideration: $7,250

Date: September 17,1951

Consideration: $7,250

Date; July 13, 1948

Date: October 10, 1942

Date: June 23,1930

Date: March 14,1923

Date: March 20, 1907

Date: April 9, 1870
Consideration: $4,000



INVENTORY NO: AL' M-c - 1326 DATE:

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor

NAME OF PROPERTY: fRAMTz BplCKHOUSE

8/ds/72

LOCATION OF PROPERTY:__NoRTH AFE ROCKY GAP ROAD

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: [AST

ave oF owner:  H. MURELL KLINE

ADDRESS: WILEY FORD WA 28767

STORIES: 1C ) 2(\b 3 ) 4C ) 5C ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 20 ) 3( ) 4( ) 5(H 6( ) 7() ()

WINGS, ADDITIONS:

A
WELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular) L 5”4020

WALL CONSTRUCTION:

EA{T rAGADE
FRAME: 3evel, clapboard, weatherboard,

LOG
OTHER: Coverings

——5S

wALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others

wood shingles, board & batte

BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants.g\({éQAN M&wa}/m{

STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated

n

(type?)

COUIDATIONS:  High, Low, Brick, Stone RANDAM /QSH LAR

VIATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick

- WOADEN [INTELS

N

NIND S, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1(S) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other(3

HARDWARE: original(y) replaced( )
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN
Paneled, Verticle,” Horizontal Boards

Bax

B 5LIP5ILLS

pegged(\) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitded( ) pediment( )

EATRANCE,DOORS:  LocaTION: (enter Eastern facade & ’l'j‘u"ffaMéoWl wood @n ((h\"&(

_C.RANICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed) RETURNS OV GABLED €M) S

original(¥) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave

RCUGF:  Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, flat, Dormers
VATERIAL:  wood shingles, slate, tin. asphalt @ ggep original(+v} replaced( )

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed(qo hip( ) gable( )

CHIMNEYS:  Number:_ 4 Brick(v) Stone( ) Corbeled(\)

Central(

ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular

COMMENTS:

USE: VACANT
SIS TFICANCE : A R YT TerIURE

DATE CONSTRUCTED:
CrEOTTION: F;A“Q

)

0riginal(q6 replaced( )
location: Flush end( ) Inside end(~) Outside end( )

Interior( )
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